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“Writing in College and Beyond,” pp. 21-42

Reading Comprehension Questions: Language Awareness, 12th Edition

Directions: Read the essay, write answers to the following questions, and be
prepared to discuss the essay in class (you will be able to use and improve your
notes).

1. The book states, “Nothing is more important to your success in school and in the workplace than learning to write well.” Why is writing well so important? The book provides many answers; list one (p. 21, paragraph 1)

Writing is well so important because it is the main form of communication used in schools and workplaces.


2. Good writers follow a writing process. List the 9 steps of the writing process

This process is personal; no 2 people go about it the same way. But it is important to find the best way that works for you. 

Brainstorming and Research
The outline
The first draft
Simmering periods
The second draft
Revisions
Peer reviews 
Tweaking and polishing
The publisher’s editorial process


3. Define and describe what a subject word is. (p. 22)

A subject refers to the person or thing that is being discussed, described, or dealt with in a piece of writing. This is the theme, issue, or topic being explored in a piece of writing.


4. Define and describe what a direction word is (p. 22-23)


A direction refers to the course along which someone or something moves. This is the course that guides the author’s argument in a piece of writing.

5. Discuss the three ways to determine the subject and topic of your paper.  Give your own example. (pg. 24)


[bookmark: _Hlk532351445]Brainstorming: this is the process of engaging the mind and developing as many ideas as possible within the shortest time possible to solve a predefined problem. The subject and topic of your paper is then developed from the generated ideas.
Reading the general background information: this is the process of seeking background information about the area of interest to get insights on the knowledge gaps that exist. The subject and topic of your paper is then developed from the identified knowledge gaps.
Formulating research questions: this is the practice of developing a series of questions about the area of interest. The subject and topic of your paper is then developed from the questions that make more sense.


6. Define the following terms and give an example of each: (p. 25)

These types of writing will help you determine your subject and topic. 

Expressive writing: is a personal and emotional writing without regard to form or other writing conventions like verb agreement, punctuation, and spelling. An example is writing a poem.

Informative writing: is a nonfiction writing that presents information about something. For example, writing an autobiography.

Argumentative writing: is a persuasive writing that presents information about both sides of an issue in a balanced or unbalanced manner. An example is an essay arguing for or against abortion.


7.  Discuss the difference between formal and informal writing. (pg. 26-27)

Formal writing uses less personal language to present information in a professional or academic manner. On the contrary, informal writing uses personal language and tone to present information as if the writer is speaking directly to his/her audience.

8. List 3-4 Questions about Audience. Why is it important to Know Your Audience? (p. 25-27)

What are the political interests of the audience?
What is the intellectual level of the audience?
What are the cultural circumstances of the audience?
What are the tastes of the audience? 
Knowing your audience is important because it helps you to determine the write choice of words to use in the writing piece in order to make the most sense of the message being relayed in the minds of the audience.
9. The author describes 6 ways to Gather Ideas for your paper. List and describe the 6 ways: (p. 27-30)

Brainstorming: this is the process of engaging the mind and developing as many ideas as possible within the shortest time possible to solve a predefined problem.
Mind-mapping: this is a graphical technique for imagining connections between various pieces of information or ideas.
Synectics: this is a creative idea generation and problem-solving technique that arouses thought processes that the subject may not be aware of.
Stroybording: this is the process of developing a visual story to explain or explore.
Attribute listing: this is an analytical approach to recognize new forms of a system or product by identifying areas of improvement.
Morphological analysis: this is the recognition of the structural aspects of a problem and the studying of the relationships among them.


10. Use the space provided to create your own example of Clustering (p. 30)

Data clustering:
0 – 9
10 – 19
20 – 29
30 – 39
40 – 49
50 – 59
60 – 69
70 – 79
80 -89
90 - 99


11. The thesis of an essay is its main idea, the major point the writer is trying to make. Finish the following points about the thesis. The thesis should be:

a. The most important statement you make about the topic

b. More specific than the ideas and facts used to support it

c. Precise enough to be covered in the space allotted for the essay


12.  Researchers work with two types of evidence to support the thesis. What are the two types of evidence and give an example of each.  (p. 33)

Direct evidence such as a confession
Circumstantial evidence such as suggestions about a certain fact.


13.  The author describes many ways to Determine Your Organization. List your favorite one and discuss why.  (p. 34)

Sentence outline. This is my favorite way of determining the organization of my essays because it uses complete sentences that make it easy for me to convert the outline into the first draft.


14.  The Revision process is a very important step to writing a paper. The author describes what to focus on during the revision process. Describe the revision process in the space provided: (p. 35-38)

The revision process is the stage in the writing process where the author reviews, alters, and amends their message, according to what has been written in the draft. Revision process sometimes involves making major changes like deletion of entire paragraphs and writing new ones. The revision process is aimed at making improvements to all aspects of an essay, including the thesis, the organization, and the development and support of ideas.


15.  During the Edit and Proofread stage what are a few questions you need to ask about your paper? (p. 38-39)

Is the paper free from grammatical errors?
Is the paper free from typographical errors?
Does the paper adhere to the required formatting style?


16. The “Negro Revolt” in Me, is an example of a Personal Essay. Read the essay and explain why the author felt compelled to tell her story. (p. 39-42)

What did you think about the essay? Did the personal stories she told make it easier to relate to her? Other feelings?

The author felt compelled to tell her story because he was being subjected to a great deal of harassment and mistreatment as if she was not a human being. The author new that the only way she could be saved of this inhuman treatment was by getting her story out to the world.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I thought about the essay as a tool that the author used to fight for her freedom. The personal stories that she told make it easier to relate to her especially in joining her to fight against slavery and racial discrimination. The other feeling that this story invokes is the need for equality within the human race.
